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Stephen 7.eitz
National Comrtrntder

Office of Governor Rick Scott
State of Florida
The Capitol
400 S. Monroe St.
Tallahassee, FL 32399-0001

Dear Governor Scott :

I  understand that you wi l l  meet short ly with Japanese Foreign Minister Sei j i  Maehara about his country 's
bid for Flor ida's high-speed rai l  contracts.  In your meeting with Mr. Maehara, I  hope you can persuade
him to tel l  Japanese corporat ions that they have a duty to American former pOWs of Japan to apologize
for their  s lave labor and abuse and to establ ish a fund for reconci l iat ion, research, exchange, and
educat ion .

Over 36,000 American Gls suffered the brutal i ty of  Japan's POW camps and slave labor for many of the
Japanese companies involved in the high-speed rai l  bids. Nearly al l  the Japanese train component
manufacturers, such as Sumitomo, Hitachi,  Kawasaki,  and Nippon Sharyo, used pOW forced labor that
they purchased from Japan's mi l i tary to maintain war product ion in violat ion of the Geneva
Convent ions. Further,  the predecessors of Japan's rai lconsort ia,  such as JR Central  and JR East,  were
paid to transport  American Pows to these death-through-work camps.

SNCF, the French bidder on high speed rai l  contracts,  recent ly apologized for i ts compl ic i ty in the
Holocaust for transporting f ews to transit centers on to extermination camps. It also committed
itself to educating new generations about their war crimes by funding dialogues, historical research
and remembrance projects with museums, libraries, and private organizations. By contrast, the
Japanese rai l  companies have yet to acknowledge or apologize for their  abuse and misuse of American
POWs.

Japan's corporat ions have remained si lent even after their  own government this fal l  of f ic ial ly apologized
to American former POWs of Japan and invi ted six 9O-year old survivors to Japan for reconci l iat ion and
heal ing. Unl ike SNCF, the Japanese companies refuse to establ ish a fund to show that they are . ,eager to
do whatever is necessary" to ensure that the histor ical  quest ions raised are examined and the history of
their  v ict ims preserved.

The need for an educat ional program, simi lar to SNCF's, was made abundant ly clear in a recent art ic le in
a prominent Japanese magazine that essent ial ly denied the Bataan Death March. The piece impl ied
that the descript ions by Army Sgt.  Lester Tenney of the abuses and tortures he endured as a pOW were
merely Jewish l ies. A translat ion of the art ic le is attached.

The American POWs of Japan do not ask for compensat ion. They simply ask for an honorable apology for
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their  s lave labor and the establ ishment of an educat ional fund to ensure that the sort  of  history out l ined

in this popular Japanese publ icat ion is never again wri t ten.

With the encouragement of Governor Charl ie Crist ,  SNCF acknowledged in November i ts complex

Holocaust history. We hope that you wi l l  ask Mr. Maehara for comparable acknowledgments from

Japan's rai l  b idders.

I  welcome an opportunity to talk with you further about this important issue affect ing Flor ida veterans

of our greatest generat ion, many of whom are Jewish.

Sincerely,

v,/U// 1rJ
Stephen R. Zeitz

National Commander, Jewish War Veterans of the USA

See:
http: / /www.wiesentha l .com/si te/apps/nlnet/co ntent2.aspx?c= IsKWLbPJ Ln F&b=5711-859&ct=8971705

http: / /www.wiesentha l .com/si te/a pos/n Inet/content2.aspx?c=lsKWLbPJ Ln F&b=5711859&ct=8654103

http:/ /newasia po l icvpoint.  blogspot.com/2010/1Zlwa r-ed ucat iona l- la pses. htm I

http:  / /www.o r la ndosent inel .com/news/opinion/os-ed-ra i l -pow-ia pa n-120310-

20101202,0.3242098.storv
http: / /www. us- ia pa nd ia logueon pows.o rglTennevo p-ed Ma inichi .  htm


